the same topic, an original study reports on the economic impact of severe COPD exacerbations in a high burden region in North India. A different group of researchers from India explore the relationship between quality of life and respiratory health status among iron workers. The issue also includes a comprehensive review of the international status of interstitial lung disease with a special emphasis in its relationship with air pollution and occupational exposures. Two articles review the epidemiology and management of asthma in pediatric and adult populations, a major pulmonary condition across the globe. Tuberculosis is another highly prevalent infectious lung disease that is reviewed in this issue. Finally, a paper on the global epidemiology of lung cancer is included with special attention to risk factors such as environmental exposures, indexes of lung cancer risk and the impact of early diagnosis via screening. We hope this selected collection of papers provides a comprehensive review of the global burden of lung pathology and highlights potential strategies for improving the outcomes of patients with respiratory diseases worldwide.
